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551st Prakash Parv Celebrations
On occasion of the 551st Birth Anniversary of
Guru Nanak Dev Ji, Consulate General of India,
Toronto in association with Panorama India
presented a virtual tribute by children on the
teachings of Guru Nanak Dev Ji.
A photo exhibition of the Life and Teachings of
Guru Nanak Dev ji was also displayed at the
Consulate.

Click To Play Tribute
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Pravasi Bharatiya Conference on Role of Diaspora in Promotion of Indian Culture
Mississauga based Lata Pada, Founder and Artistic Director of Sampradaya
Dance Creations, represented Canada in the Pravasi Bharatiya Conference on
"Role of Diaspora in Promotion of Indian Culture" organized by Ministry of
External Affairs, Indian Council of Cultural Affairs and Antar Rashtriya
Sahayog Parishad on December 9th. The conference had eminent panelists
from different parts of the world. The conference aimed at creating cultural
bonds and an ecosystem for cultural propagation among the Diaspora
abroad.

"Meri Awaaz" Forum for Women
In response to the needs of Indian women in Canada
seeking justice in cases of marital disputes and to
improve their access to the judicial system, Consulate
General of India launched an initiative ‘Meri Aawaz’
in September. The first session of Meri Aawaz was
held on 10th September 2020.
The second session was held virtually on 17 December
with Lawyers, Archana Medhekar and Deepa Mattoo
providing legal counsel. The panel also included Swati
Lakra (IPS), ADGP and B. Sumathi (IPS), Dy. IGP from the
Telangana State Women Safety Wing. A total of 23
participants joined from Canada and Telangana in the
interactive session. Participants shared their issues
and sought guidance from the panel.
Women
seeking
guidance
may
write
welfare.toronto@mea.gov.in for more information.

Ancient Annapurna Idol returns to India
Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced that a statue of Hindu Goddess Annapoorna
that left India more than a century ago is expected to return from Canada. Addressing
the nation through Mann Ki Baat broadcast, the Prime Minister said, "Every Indian will
be happy to know that the statue of Goddess Annapurna is coming back from Canada."
The Prime Minister also thanked the Government of Canada for making the 900 year
old statue's return possible. The High Commission of India in Canada is facilitating the
return of the Annapoorna Murti (Statue) from the University of Regina’s collection at
MacKenzie Art Gallery.
The statue was handed over to High Commissioner Ajay Bisaria by Dr. Thomas Chase,
Interim President and Vice-Chancellor, University of Regina, at a virtual event on 19
November. Officials from Global Affairs Canada and Canada Border Service Agency
also joined the event.
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125 flights of Vande Bharat Mission
125 special flights as on 17 December, 2020 under Vande Bharat Mission
from Toronto to different destinations in India have facilitated the return
of more than 24,500 Indians and Indian origin foreigners.

VANDE
BHARAT
MISSION

Click here for Flight Schedule.

Life Certificate Submission Date for Pensioners Extended
Over 5000 Life Certificates have been issued to pensioners through camps and at the Consulate. The deadline for
submission of Life Certificates for Central Government pensioners has been further extended till February 28, 2021.
Click here for more details.
Applicants are required to register to avail the service. For Life Certificate appointments email may be sent to
reception.toronto@mea.gov.in.

Nada Habba and Kannada मातृbhasha Competitions
Consul General Apoorva Srivastava attended Nada Habba celebrations on
November 28 by Kannada Sangha Toronto and also announced the results of the
various मातृ b hasha competitions. MP Chandra Arya also attended the event.

Malayalam मातृbhasha Competitions
Consul
General
Apoorva
Srivastava
announced the prizes of the Malayalam
story telling competition by Mississauga
Kerala Association on 12 December. MP
Deepak
Anand
also
attended
and
congratulated the participants.

CURRENT NEWS

3

Interaction with University of Toronto
On 2 December 2020, High commissioner and Consul General interacted with
Associate Vice President of University of Toronto Mr. Alex Mihaildis and
discussed opportunities for collaboration in areas of online education, faculty
exchange programs and hosting of India Day at the University.

India-Canada: Synergies in Apparel and Textiles
Consul General participated in a virtual Buyer-Seller Meet (BSM) organized by High
Commission of India, Ottawa in collaboration with Apparel Export Promotion Council, India on
3 December 2020. The BSM provided an opportunity to companies in Canada to meet with
major Indian suppliers to develop/renew business linkages.

Interaction with Pharma Companies

MOU between UHN & Medanta

On 8 December 2020 Consul General held a meeting with Jim Keon,
President of Canadian Generic Pharmaceutical Association (CGPA and
discussed cooperation in areas of pharmaceuticals, vaccines, diagnostics
and medical devices.

Together 2021 - Entrepreneurship Bootcamp & Venture
Competition
Consul General addressed a
session of Hackathon-“Together
2021”on 9 December 2020 and
thanked Schulich School of
Business and Start up India for
organizing one of the largest
entrepreneurship Boot Camp and
Venture Competition initiatives in India-Canada Innovation Corridor. She
highlighted that the platform will create innumerable opportunities for
scaling up collaborations in Innovation, Science and Entrepreneurship
between India and Canada. E-mobility, Environment & Energy, Fintech,
textiles, agro, education and Telecommunications, which are the main
themes of the programme. The 7-days bootcamp, will feature 50 pairs of
student entrepreneurs handpicked from over 17,000+ Indian colleges and
700 + universities as they attempt to innovate across several sectors of
national importance to unlock business opportunities fit for the Indian
commercial landscape. 50 Mentor pairs from India and Canada will help
refine the team’s ideas through a series of mentoring sessions

On December 14, 2020 Toronto
Rehabilitation Institute signed a
Memorandum of Understanding with
Medanta Institute of Education. The
MOU is set to exchange of best
practices
and
path-breaking
research and training programs in
rehabilitation in the field of
cardiology and neurology.
In her remarks, Consul General
congratulated both the institutions
and said that this would go a long
way in strengthening research an
partnership
between
the
two
countries.
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Indian economy is recovering at a swift pace and economic indicators are encouraging: PM Modi
While addressing the 93rd Annual General Meeting of FICCI on 12 December
2020, Prime Minister complimented the Indian private sector for not only
meeting the domestic needs but also for its capability to establish strong brand
India globally. He said that the Indian economy was recovering at a swift pace
and economic indicators were encouraging. He said that the faith that the
world placed on India in the last 6 years has further strengthened in the past
few months adding that foreign investors have made a record investment in the
country and are continuing to grow at steady pace.

Walmart Commits to Sourcing $10 Billion of
India-Made Goods Each Year by 2027
Endorsing India’s continuing rise as a global hub of
manufacturing, Walmart has announced that it will
triple its exports of goods from India to $10 billion
each year by 2027.Walmart’s new export commitment
is expected to provide a significant boost to micro,
small and medium-sized enterprises (MSMEs) in India.
The expansion in sourcing will include helping
develop hundreds of new suppliers in categories such
as food, pharmaceuticals, consumables, health &
wellness and general merchandise, along with apparel,
homeware and other key Indian export categories.

India is a great example': Bill Gates lauds
UPI payment, other digital innovations
Bill Gates praised India for digital payments policies
at the Singapore Fintech Festival. He said that India
has built an ambitious platform for digital payments,
including a system for sending rupees between any
bank or smartphone apps. He added that such
advancements in financial innovations have
drastically reduced the cost and friction of
distributing aid to the poor, especially during the
COVID-19 pandemic. He added that he is working
with other countries to roll-out open-source
technologies based on India's policies.

Cabinet approves setting up of Public Wi-Fi Networks without levy of any License Fee
The Union Cabinet has approved a proposal for setting up of Public Wi-Fi Networks by Public Data Office Aggregators
(PDOAs) to provide public Wi-Fi service through Public Data Offices (PDOs) spread across length and breadth of the
country to accelerate proliferation of Broadband Internet services through Public Wi-Fi network in the country. There
shall be no license fee for providing Broadband Internet through these public Wi-Fi networks. The proposal will
promote the growth of Public Wi-Fi Networks in the country and, in turn, will help in proliferation of Broadband
Internet, enhancement of income and employment and empowerment of people.

NITI Aayog's white paper on Public Health Surveillance lays out India’s vision 2035
NITI Aayog has proposed setting up of a Surveillance Information Platform as it plans to strengthen India’s public
health surveillance system, a need strongly felt after the outbreak of pandemic. The platform will store, analyse, and
auto-generate relevant reports and will remain a repository for further analysis and research while complementing the
available surveillance information. The Aayog has envisaged key building blocks as part of the vision including an
interdependent federated system of governance architecture between the Centre and states and enhanced use of new
data collection and sharing mechanisms for surveillance based on unitized, citizen-centric comprehensive electronic
health records (EHR) with a unique health identifier (UHID).
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