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Made in India vaccines arrive in Canada
A consignment of half-a-million doses of the India-made Covishield vaccines arrived in Toronto today, fulfilling an
assurance given by Prime Minister Narendra Modi to his Canadian counterpart Prime Minister Trudeau in
February. The AstraZeneca vaccines were airlifted to Canada from India on a commercial cargo flight. These
vaccines are the first tranche of 2 million vaccines that are to be supplied by May as part of a commercial
agreement, facilitated by the two governments, between the Serum Institute of India and Verity Pharmaceuticals of
Canada.
High Commissioner of India to Canada Mr. Ajay Bisaria, accompanied Federal Minister of Public Services and
Procurement Ms. Anita Anand to receive the consignment at the Innomar warehouse in Toronto. Indo-Canadian
Minister Anand leads Canadian efforts to procure vaccines and played a key role in concluding the deal with the
Serum Institute. Read Press Release here.
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Interaction with Members of NACHA
On 23 February, Consul General Apoorva
Srivastava interacted with members of
North America Chhattisgarh Association
(NACHA) and discuss various ways of
collaboration. She also released the 7th
edition of their bi-annual magazine Hamar
Patrika.

Handmade in India - Jammu & Kashmir
In the inaugural session of "Handmade in India", Consulate General of India, Toronto organized a virtual buyer
seller meet on 26 February in association with Department of Industries and Commerce, Jammu and Kashmir and
Indo Canada Chamber of Commerce for promotion of handicrafts and handlooms of Jammu and Kashmir in
Canadian market. 20 exporters dealing with unique products of J&K such as pashmina & kanni shawls, carpets,
Papier mache, walnut wood carving, Basholi paintings, khatamband etc. e-interacted with Canadian buyers during
the virtual meeting.
The meeting was addressed by Consul General Apoorva Srivastava, who highlighted the buying traits of
Canadians and the key components of Canadian ecosystem that blend well with the unique offerings of the Union
Territory of J&K. The meeting was also addressed by Anoo Malhotra, Managing Director of JKTPO, who highlighted
various high quality products of J&K and invited the buyers to consider J&K for sourcing of these goods.
Mehmood Ahmad Shah, Director Handicraft & Handloom Kashmir made a detailed presentation on various
handicraft products and urged the Canadian buyers to include J&K among their sourcing destinations. An ECatalogue giving details of all the products and coordinates of exporters and importers was also released during
the meeting. The E-Catalogue can be viewed here.
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International Womens's Day
Join International Women's day event on empowerment, leadership and
celebration of women making impact featuring a panel of powerful IndoCanadian women who have stood strong and shown their leadership in
Canada brought to you by ARRA Arts in association with Consulate
General of India, Toronto.
Featuring Anita Anand, Minister of Public Services and Procurement &
Receiver General of Canada, Apoorva Srivastava, Consul General of India,
Toronto, Lisa Ray, Actor, Author and Activist and Reetu Gupta, President &
CEO, Easton Group of Hotels. The session will be Moderated by Anu
Srivastava, CEO, ARRA Arts.
When: March 8, 3-4pm ET
Where: https://www.facebook.com/ARRA-Arts-109063807587823/

Virtual Meeting with Diaspora Organizations
Consul General Apoorva Srivastava held a series of meetings with representatives of diaspora organizations in Nova
Scotia, New Brunswick, Manitoba, New Foundland and Labrador and Prince Edward Island to discuss issues relating to
developments in India and ways for potential collaborations.

New Brunswick

Nova Scotia

Manitoba

Prince Edward Island and Newfoundland & Labrador
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185 flights of Vande Bharat Mission
185 special flights as on 10 February, 2021 under Vande Bharat Mission
from Toronto to different destinations in India have facilitated the return
of more than 44,400 passengers.

VANDE
BHARAT
MISSION

Important notice for issuance of Police Clearance Certificate
On February 13, 2021, Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC) invited 27,332 Canadian Experience
Class candidates under the Express Entry System. Owing to this, Consulate General of India, Toronto has
received a large number of applications for Police Clearance Certificate (PCC). Consulate has been working
tirelessly round the clock to process the applications.All applications for PCC are required to be submitted at the
BLS centers. Any Indian national or people of Indian origin who have stayed in India in the past for education,
training, family reason, etc. are eligible to apply for Police Clearance Certificate for the period of their stay in
India.
For more information on PCC, please see here on our website.

Important notice for issuance of Life Certificate for pensioners
Applicants who have sent their applications to the Consulate and are awaiting their Life Certificates to be issued,
can call via WhatsApp or FaceTime (video) at the given number +1 (647) 668 4108 between 16:00 to 17:00 hrs.
starting Mar 2, 2021 to Mar 5, 2021. Life certificates will be issued only after video call verification of the applicant.
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Trade and Investment Opportunities in India and Canada
On 11 February, Consul General participated in virtual
webinar-“Trade and Investment Opportunities in India and Canada “
organized by with FIEO to highlight the economic relations and
opportunities for Indian companies in Canadian Market. The
session was attended by over 130 companies.

Tourism Series - Discovering India
On 17 February, Consul General delivered
special remarks in the inaugural session of
tourism series on “ Discovering India” with
focus on Ayurveda and Wellness as part of
effort to promote India as a preferred
tourist destination for Canadian travelers.
The session was organized in association
with India Tourism New York.

Webinar on Role of Biotechnology to overcome
COVID -19
Consul General delivered inaugural remarks in a webinar on
“Role of Biotechnology and its contribution to overcome COVID
-19 organized by Canada India Healthcare Summit on 24
February 2021.The webinar featured panel of specialists who
discussed the progress of scientific community in diagnosing
the pandemic, its variants as well as the stage of vaccination
development.
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Virtual Brand India Tour
On 26 February 2021 Consul General delivered special remarks in
the 3rd round of Virtual Brand India Tour organized in
association with Indo Canadian Business Chamber (ICBC) &
Opportunities New Brunswick to enhance economic partnerships
between India and province. Attended by Honorable Hon
Minister Economic Development and Small Business Ms. Arlene
Dunn, the meeting witnessed participation of over 60 companies

Ayurveda Speaker Series
Organised in association with Canada India Foundation, Consul General participated in 13th session of Virtual
Ayurveda Speaker Series-“ Ayurvedic Concepts & Management of Diabetes in day-to-day life” on 28 February. The
webinar featured experts- Vaidya Pallavi Patankar, Vaidya Harish Verma who highlighted insights and counseling
towards adopting Ayurveda in managing diabetes.

Meeting with Deloitte Canada
High Commissioner Ajay Bisaria along with Consul
General of Toronto, Apoorva Srivastava and
Vancouver, Manish attended a meeting with Arvind
Vijh, Director Deloitte Canada and Deloitte team to
discuss the opportunities for Canadian companies
in India.
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India Toy Fair 2021 is a major step towards building AatmaNirbhar Bharat : PM
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi inaugurated the India Toy Fair 2021 on 27
February 2021 through video conference. He called for bringing out the hidden
potential of the toy industry in India and to create an identity for it as a big part
of the campaign for AatmaNibhar Bharat. He added that this first toy fair was not
just a business or economic event but the program was a link to strengthen the
country's age-old culture of sports and cheer. More than 1,000 exhibitors
participated in the fair. The Prime Minister interacted with toy makers from
Channapatna in Karnataka, Varanasi in Uttar Pradesh, and Jaipur in Rajasthan.
Click here to read the article.

India launches PLI scheme to become hub of global telecom manufacturing
The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, approved Production Linked Incentive (PLI)
Scheme for Telecom and Networking Products with a budgetary outlay of Rs. 12,195 Crore. With support under the
scheme, India will augment capacities by attracting large investments from global players and at the same time
encourage promising domestic champion companies to seize the emerging opportunities and become big players in
the export market. Globally Telecom and Networking Products exports represent an US$100 billion market opportunity,
which can be exploited by India. In continuation of "Atmanirbhar Bharat-Strategies for enhancing India's
Manufacturing capabilities and enhancing exports", this scheme is part of the umbrella scheme approved by the
Cabinet in November 2020 for implementation of PLI under various Ministries/ Departments including Department of
Telecommunications (DoT). Click here to read the article.

DID YOU KNOW?
Merchandise exports in January 2021 grew by
6.16% year-on-year to $27.45 billion.

India begins next phase of
Vaccination for age group 60
The next phase of the world’s
largest vaccination drive for the age
appropriate
population
groups
commences in India from 1 March
2021.People eligible for the next
phase can walk up to a vaccination
centre to be registered for a dose.
The decision will allow anyone
above the age of 60 and those older
than 45 but with comorbidities that
make them more vulnerable to
Covid-19 to approach government
and private hospitals for shots.
While
the
doses
will
be
administered for free at government
facilities, private hospitals can
charge up to ₹250 per dose. Click
here to read the article.
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