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Launching Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav - 75 Years of India's Independence
On the occasion of the 75th anniversary of India’s independence, an ice sculpture of Mahatma Gandhi was
installed at the iconic Hotel de Glace in Quebec City, North America’s only ice hotel on 19th March 2021. The
almost 7 foot tall sculpture was sculpted by Canadian ice artist Marc Lepire. The sculpture took about 5 hours to
finish and marked the launch of the “Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav”. Consul General Apoorva Srivastava attended the
event launch.
Hotel de Glacé is a Canadian landmark and a popular tourist destination. A seasonal hotel, it is constructed
entirely out of ice and remains open during winter between late December and late March, after which it is taken
down.
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International Day of Women
Consul General Apoorva Srivastava attended a series of programmes for International Day of Women by various
organizers.
Canada India Foundation
Consul
General
Apoorva
Srivastava
joined
International Women's day panel discussion on 4
March with other distinguished speakers.

Indian Women in Canada
Consul General attended virtual celebrations by
Indian Women in Canada for International Women's
Day on 8 March.
Armadale Older Adults Club
Consul General Apoorva Srivastava delivered her
message on occasion of International Women's Day
conducted by Armadale Older Adults Club on 8
March.

Indo-Canada Chamber of Commerce
Consul General also joined a panel of inspirational
women leaders for a panel discussion for
International Womens Day on 5 March organised by
Indo-Canada Chamber of Commerce.

Heartfullness Institute
Heartfullness Institute organized a women's day
event on 7 March. Consul General delivered the
keynote address for the event.

ARRA ARTS
Consul General also attended Women's Day
celebrations by ARRA Arts on 8 March, 'Celebrating
Leadership and Success' along with Minister Anita
Anand, Lisa Ray Actor, Author and Reetu Gupta,
President & CEO, Easton Group of Hotels.

Indo Canadian Business Chamber
Consul General attended the leader speak by Indo
Canadian Business Chamber on occasion of Women;s
Day along with other prominent women leaders.

Women’s Indian Chamber of Commerce and Industry
Eastern India Councils of WICCI organized a women's
day event on 11 March. Consul General delivered the
keynote address for the event.
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Bloor-Yorkville Ice Festival
Bloor-Yorkville Ice fest is an annual festival with Ice sculptures
placed throughout the Bloor-Yorkville area. The festival was held
between 12-14th March and an 8 foot high sculpture of "Statue of
Unity" was installed at 80 Bloor Street West.
The Statue of Unity, is the tallest in the world, standing at a
height of 182 m (600 feet) in Kevadia, Gujarat, India. The statue
has been built as an ode to the Iron Man of India, Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel, the first home minister of independent India.
It was inaugurated on October 31, 2018, by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

Virtual Meeting with Dance and Music Community
Consul General Apoorva Srivastava held virtual meetings with representatives from Music and Dance communities to
discuss ways for potential collaborations.
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208 flights of Vande Bharat Mission
208 special flights as on 26 March, 2021 under Vande Bharat Mission from
Toronto to different destinations in India have facilitated the return of
more than 44,500 passengers.

Re-opening of BLS International
Services
BLS (Brampton & Toronto) Centers
are now open for Walk-in services by
Appointment Only. You need to carry
the Printout of your appointment
confirmation for entry. Appointments
can
be
secured
on
https://www.blsindia-canada.com/.

VANDE
BHARAT
MISSION

200

Important Announcement for OCI card holders
All non-Indian citizens holding foreign passports, with OCI cards, are
hereby advised to carry their current passport, previous passport and
the current OCI card, all together, while travelling to India on a
direct flight, as well as while transiting through a third country.
If the foreign passport holder has renewed his passport and the old
passport number appears on the OCI card, they are at the risk of
being off loaded at any transit point.

Yoga For Wellness
Yoga for wellness launched in November is a series of monthly
yoga sessions to promote health and wellness for the benefit of
the Indian diaspora.
Join on Sunday 28 March at 10am for a Sri Sri Yoga session by
Ashutosh Sanghvi.
The event will be live on
https://www.facebook.com/cgindiatoronto
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Virtual MOU Signing Ceremony
On 5 March 2021, a Memorandum of Understanding
was signed between the United Health Network
(UHN) and the SONA Group of Companies (India) in
the presence of Consul General Apoorva Srivastava
for undertaking multi-institutional collaborative
research initiatives in the Fabric-based Research
Platform and Wearable Therapeutic Technologies
space. This new partnership will help in bringing
together multidisciplinary experts to develop
specialized textiles and garments that can
supplement the growing needs of the healthcare
sector in India, Canada and the rest of the world.

Pandemic Responses and Initiatives - Virtual Meet
On 10 March 2021, Consul General Apoorva Srivastava
participated in a virtual meet on “Pandemic Responses and
Initiatives”, one of the several precursor events being held
prior to Canada India Healthcare Summit in May 2021. The
session featured a panel discussion on “chronic
conditions-mental health addictions“ and “Modeling
Pandemics & Vaccines & Equity Issues”.

Premium Virtual Exhibition
On 11 March 2021, Consul General addressed IndiaSoft 2021, a premier virtual IT exhibition showcasing strengths of
India’s IT ecosystem. Consul General provided detailed insights on IT cooperation between India and Canada and
said that given the size and diversity of digital ecosystems of the two countries, Indian and Canadian companies
have enormous opportunities for collaboration in areas such as biometrics, IP based security products, 5G
technologies, AI, Genomics, Data Storage, Cloud Computing, Internet of Things, Blockchain, Quantum Computing and
smart access technologies.
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Plexiconnect Inauguration
On 15 March 2021, Consul General delivered special
remarks at the inaugural ceremony of Plexconnect: a
Virtual B2B Buyer – Seller Meet and presented an
overview of the opportunities for expanding trade in
plastic products between India and Canada. She
highlighted that Canada can rely on India's
recyclable/recoverable
plastic
products
towards
achieving zero plastic waste in Canada.

Tech Showcase
Consul General addressed the ‘Tech
Showcase:
Opportunity
in
Bi-national
Corridor” organized by the Consulate in
association with Canada India Business
Council on 16 March 2021. She highlighted
multifaceted IT partnerships/opportunities
that can be explored, established and
expanded in IT corridor between India and
Canada.

Tourism Webinar: Discovering Glamorous
India
As part of Consulate’s activities to commemorate
India @75- Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav, the Consulate
organized a special webinar on the theme
‘Discovering Glamorous India’ with focus on Indian
food, films and luxury tourism. Consul General
delivered special remarks during the webinar and
said that India’s luxury quotient was distinct, rich
and diverse. She thanked all the travel agents and
tour operators for participating in Consulate’s
tourism promotion series and hoped that the
knowledge gained by them during these webinars
will help them to attract more and more Canadian
tourists to India.
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India’s development and self-reliance is dependent on water security and water connectivity: PM
Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi launched the ‘Jal Shakti Abhiyan: Catch the Rain’
campaign on occasion of World Water Day via video conferencing. A Memorandum of
Agreement was also signed between the Union Minister of Jal Shakti and the Chief
Ministers of Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh to implement the Ken Betwa Link Project,
the first project of the National Perspective Plan for interlinking of rivers. Speaking on
the occasion, the Prime Minister said that a major step has been taken for the Ken-Betwa
Link Canal along with the introduction of the Catch the Rain campaign. He added this
agreement is important to realize the vision and dream of Bharat Ratna Shri Atal Bihari
Vajpayee for interlinking of rivers. He said that the agreement will be in the interest of
millions of families of Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh. Click here to read the article.

PM inaugurates the curtain raiser activities of the ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’ India@75
The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi flagged off the ‘Padyatra’ (Freedom March) from Sabarmati Ashram, Ahmedabad
and inaugurated the curtain raiser activities of the ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’ (India@75). He also launched various
other cultural and digital initiatives for the India@75 celebrations. Azadi Ka Amrut Mahotsav is a series of events to
be organised by the Government of India to commemorate the 75th Anniversary of India’s Independence. The
Mahotsav will be celebrated as a Jan-Utsav in the spirit of Jan-Bhagidari and will continue till 15 August, 2023. On this
occasion, PM paid homage to Mahatma Gandhi and other great personalities who laid down their lives in the freedom
struggle. The Prime Minister reiterated five pillars i.e. Freedom Struggle, Ideas at 75, Achievements at 75, Actions at 75
and Resolves at 75 as guiding force for moving forward keeping dreams and duties as inspiration. PM asserted that
Azadi Amrit Mahotsav means elixir of energy of independence. It means elixir of inspirations of the warriors of
freedom struggle; elixir of new ideas and pledges and nectar of Aatmnirbharta. Click here to read the article

India’s e-commerce market projected to touch
$111 billion by 2024: Report

Govt opens covid-19 shots for all
above 45 from April 1

With covid-19 pushing more and more Indian shoppers online, the
country’s e-commerce market is expected to jump 84% to reach $ 111
billion by 2024, according to the findings of a report by financial
technology firm FIS. FIS offers tech solutions to merchants, banks
and capital market firms globally.The 2021 Global Payments Report
by Worldpay from FIS, which examines current and future payments
trends across 41 countries, found that global trends in digital
commerce accelerated during the pandemic. Countries, including
India, saw a shift in consumer behaviour caused by covid-19, and
new payment trends are seen to be on the rise. It said that digital
wallets (40%) followed by credit card (15%) and debit card (15%) were
the most popular payment methods online in 2020, the year of the
pandemic in which India saw one of the strictest lockdowns
beginning March. The report suggests that purchases made with
digital wallets are expected to increase their market share of online
payments by 2024 to 47%. Click here to read the article.

The next phase of the world’s largest
vaccination drive for the age
appropriate
population
groups
commences in India from 1 March
2021.People eligible for the next phase
can walk up to a vaccination centre to
be registered for a dose. The decision
will allow anyone above the age of 60
and those older than 45 but with
comorbidities that make them more
vulnerable to Covid-19 to approach
government and private hospitals for
shots. While the doses will be
administered for free at government
facilities, private hospitals can charge
up to ₹250 per dose. Click here to
read the article.
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